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September 9, 2020 
 
Little Bear Mining and Exploration, Inc. 
C/o Tad Dale 
P.O. Box 683 
Silver Star, MT 59751 
Sent via e-mail to taddale69@gmail.com 
 
Re: Notice of Receipt of Small Miner Exclusion Statement (SMES) #25-232  
 
Dear Tad, 
 
A SMES affidavit with supplemental information was received from you by the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) on July 22, 2020, and the information included in the affidavit and 
supplemental information have been determined to be complete.  The number assigned by DEQ to 
this SMES is #23-232.  With the submittal, you have asserted and certified that you are eligible for 
a SMES and will operate in compliance with the SMES requirements. 
 
To the best of DEQ’s current knowledge, the person or company that submitted the SMES is 
eligible to hold SMES #25-232 under 82-4-305 (9), Montana Code Annotated (MCA) for the 
following reasons: 

- The person or company has not forfeited bond due to failure to comply with Part 3 of 82-4, 
MCA. 

- The person or company has not paid a penalty for which DEQ has obtained a judgement 
pursuant to 82-4-361, MCA. 

- The person or company has not failed to post a reclamation bond required by 82-4-305, 
MCA. 

- The person or company has not failed to comply with an abatement order issued pursuant to 
82-4-362, MCA. 

 
To the best of DEQ’s current knowledge, the person or company that submitted the SMES is 
eligible to hold SMES #25-232 under 82-4-303 (30) for the following reasons: 

- The person or company does not currently hold more than 1 other unreclaimed SMES. 
- The location of this SMES is at least one mile from any other SMES sites currently held by 

the person or company.  
- The person or company does not hold an Operating Permit that allows disturbance of more 

than 100 acres.  
 
This location is eligible for a SMES under 82-4-305 (10), (MCA), for the following reasons: 

- This location is not currently permitted under an Operating Permit pursuant to 82-4-335, 
MCA. 

- This location has not been permitted under 82-4-335, MCA, and reclaimed by the permittee, 
or any other state or federal agency. 
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- This location has not been reclaimed, or been subject to remediation of contamination or 
pollution, by a public agency, under supervision of a public agency, or using public funds.  

 
A site inspection of SMES #25-232 may be conducted in the first operating season and subsequent 
seasons. SMES #25-232 is now considered active and counts as one of the two SMES allowable per 
person or company. A SMES remains active until it is considered inactive and unreclaimed due to 
failure to annually renew the SMES, or until it is considered closed due to reclamation of the sire.  
 
The main point of contact for SMES #25-232 is Whitney Bausch. Please contact me with any 
questions you may have. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Whitney Bausch 
Small Miner and Exploration Program 
 


